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Study Guides & Resource List

Purpose: To provide a comprehensive list of resesito equip our leaders to effectively
lead small groups on a journey of discipleship apditual growth.

This list is purposefully comprehensive and cosgi§tbooks and studies that cover a wide spectfum o
evangelical theological viewpoints, all of whiclearot necessarily shared by Sevenoaks’ pastors and
leaders.
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Adventures in Missing the Point by Brian McLaren and Tony Compolo

If you're brave enough to take an honest look@aidbues facing the culture-controlled
church--and the issues in your own life--read on.yDu ever look at how the Christian
faith is being lived out in the new millennium awdnder if we're not doing what we're
supposed to be doing? That we still haven't q@tetén it"? That we've missed the point
regarding many important issues? It's understaedatble've relied on what we've been
told to believe or what's widely accepted by thei§lian community. But if we truly
turned a constructive, critical eye toward our éfsliand vigorously questioned them and
their origins, where would we find ourselves? Bsdting authors Brian McLaren and
Tony Campolo invite you to do just that. Join theman adventure--one that's about
uncovering and naming faulty conclusions, suppms#j and assumptions about the
Christian faith. In this book the authors take suaddressing how we've missed the point
on crucial topics such as salvation, the Biblenbgiostmodern, worship, homosexuality,
truth, and many more.

The Bible Jesus Read by Phillip Yancey

Yancey acknowledges that in studying key sections of the Hebrew Bible (he concentrates on
Job, Deuteronomy, The Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and the Prophets) he found himself
confronted by the core questions that haunt his Christian faith: Do I matter? Does God
care? Why doesn't God act? As always, Yancey explores these central human questions with
a style that is marked by directness, humor, and honesty. He writes not as theologian or
mystic but as a questioning secker. Even as he finds the Old Testament a "companion for
my pilgrimage," so is Yancey a companion for his readers, precisely through his willingness
to ask --and his courage not to answer--all the hard questions.

The Big Book on Small Groups by Jeffrey Arnold
What's so big about small groups? With proven results in drawing people into community

and helping them grow to maturity in Christ, small groups have established themselves as a
crucial ministry of the church to its members and its mission field. But whether leading a
small group, coaching small group leaders or implementing a church-wide ministry, you need
vision, knowledge and skill to minister effectively through small groups. Jeffrey Arnold
knows the pressures of small group ministry, but he has also seen the power of small groups
in many ministry settings. In this revised edition of The Big Book on Small Groups, he
breaks down small groups so that you can see them from all angles. The first four chapters
focus on the structure and benefits of a small group ministry. Further chapters explore the
basics of Christian community--prayer, worship, Bible study, outreach and mission, as well as
how to multiply groups. Resources for further reading, ideas for coaches and trainers, and
curriculum to photocopy for small group sessions are also included. A constant companion
throughout your small group ministry, The Big Book on Small Groups will give you the
basics to get you going--and the support and nurture you need to make small groups
effective as a strategy for outreach and discipleship.




The Blazing Center: The Soul-Satisfying Supremacy of God in All Things By: John Piper
What Do You Revolve Around? All the planets of your life - from your labor and leisure to

your thinking and feeling - are held in orbit by the greatness, gravity, and blazing brightness
of Jesus Christ at the center of your life. When He ceases to be the center, the planets of
your life fly into confusion, sending a hundred things out of control. Pastor John Piper's
powerful teaching is recorded during an intimate retreat for youth leaders and students onto
three The Blazing Center DVDs. Discover surprising insights about the reality of sin, how
your love for God is really revealed, and how only joy in Him will sustain you through times
of suffering.

Boundaries in Dating: Making Dating Work by Henry Cloud
Also, Boundaries in Dating Participant's Guide: Making Dating Work by Henry Cloud

Dating can be fun, but it's not easy. Meeting people is just one concern. Once you've met
someone, then what? What do you build? Nothing, a simple friendship, or more? How do
you set smart limits on physical involvement? Financial involvement? Individual
responsibilities? Respected counselors, popular radio hosts, and best-selling authors Henry
Cloud and John Townsend apply the principles described in their Gold Medallion Award-
winning Boundaries to matters of love and romance. Helping readers bridge the pitfalls of
dating, Boundaries in Dating unfolds a wise, biblical path to developing self-control,
freedom, and intimacy in the dating process. Boundaries in Dating helps singles to think,
solve problems, and enjoy the benefits of dating to the hilt, increasing their abilities to find
and commit to a marriage partner.

Boundaries in Marriage by Henry Cloud, et al

Learn when to say yes and when to say no--to your spouse and to others--to make the most
of your marriage. Only when a husband and wife know and respect each other’s needs,
choices, and freedom can they give themselves freely and lovingly to one another.
Boundaries are the "property lines" that define and protect husbands and wives as
individuals. Once they are in place, a good marriage can become better, and a less-than-
satisfying one can even be saved.

Boundaries with Kids: When to Say Yes, When to Say No to Help Your Children Gain
Control of Their Lives by Henry Cloud, John Sims Townsend
What the Award-Winning Boundaries Has Done for Adult Relationships Boundaries with
Kids Will Do for You and Your Children Here at last is the help you need for raising your
kids to take responsibility for their actions, attitudes, and emotions. Drs. Henry Cloud and
John Townsend take you through the ins and outs of establishing family boundaries and of
instilling the kind of character in your children that will help them lead balanced, productive,
and fulfilling adult lives. Learn how to: set limits and still be a loving parent, bring control to
an out-of-control family life, apply the ten laws of boundaries to parenting, define legitimate
boundaries for your family . . . and much more.

Celebrating the Disciplines by Richard J. Foster and Kathryn Yanni

For those who want to develop a deeper, more joyful inner life through the practice of
Christian spiritual disciplines, this one-year journal-workbook helps readers find new ways
to reflect on, experience, and integrate the disciplines into their lives.




Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster

Originally written in 1978 by a professor of theology and updated several times since,
Foster's book is a well-written exploration of the central spiritual disciplines of the Christian
faith. The disciplines are grouped into three types--the inward disciplines of meditation,
prayer, fasting, and study; the outward disciplines of simplicity, solitude, submission, and
service; and the corporate or community disciplines of confession, worship, guidance, and
celebration. All are elaborated with conversational clarity and down-to-earth biblical
references. They sparkle with the author's eclectic Christian sensibilities. Delightful to read,
the words and tone will please C.S. Lewis fans or anyone looking for a practical and
nondogmatic spiritual foundation.

Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth by Richard J. Foster

After beginning with a simple observation--"Superficiality is the curse of our age.... The
desperate need today is not for a greater number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but
for deep people"--Foster's book moves to explain the disciplines people must cultivate in
order to achieve spiritual depth. In succinct, urgent, and sometimes humorous chapters,
Foster defines a broad range of classic spiritual disciplines in terms that are lucid without
being too limiting and offers advice that's practical without being ovetly prescriptive. For
instance, after describing meditation as a combination of "intense intimacy and awful
reverence," he settles into such down-to-earth topics as how to choose a place and a posture
in which to meditate.

Community 101: Reclaiming the Local Church as Community of Oneness by Gilbert
Bilzikian

"Community 101" is a carefully reasoned and passionately argued plea for the church to
fulfill its essential nature and calling. Authentic community is essential if the church is to
remain true to its God-assigned mission. As the title indicates, the two interrelated concepts
of community and oneness are presented in this book. Gilbert Bilezikian lays a biblical
foundation for this call to community by showing the centrality of community in the sweep
of salvation history - its loss in the Fall, its reclamation through Christ, and its ultimate
realization in the New Jerusalem. Bilezikian proceeds to describe how community can be
expressed in the daily life of the church, from small groups to various forms of ministry to
church leadership. Focusing on oneness, this book presents a paradigm that can renew the
vision of the church in this postmodern society and confirm the authenticity of its message.

The Connecting Church: Beyvond Small Groups to Authentic Community by Randy Frazee

This book explores the three essential elements of real community and helps readers put into
practice the fifteen principles that undergird those essentials.

Courageous Leadership by Bill Hybels

Three-hundred-sixty-degree leaders don't just tifesr gift of leadership south, to the
people under their care. They also learn to leathray influencing those with authority
over them, and to lead east and west by impadtieig peers. But most importantly, they
learn how to keep the compass needle centeredallintethemselves--by keeping their
own lives in tune so they can provide maximum diogs for others. In the most
important book he has ever written, Bill Hybelsrgsavhat he has learned about




Christian leadership in the nearly thirty yeardas pastored Willow CreeKourageous
Leadershipoffers leadership strategies that have been pramdmefined in the trenches.
Best of all, it gives you the very essence of ohtday's foremost Christian leaders--his
fervent commitment to evangelism and disciplesinigh lais zeal to inspire fellow church
leaders even as he seeks to keep growing as a l@adelf. The local church is the hope
of the world--and its future rest primarily in yolnands.

Cover to Cover: Getting the Bible’s Big Picture by Gerry Mathisen

What do we have to gain from those long Old Testament sections on the law? What about
all that history? What can we learn from Paul's letters to the church in the New Testament?
By introducing each of the major sections of Scripture, this guide helps us gain perspective
on the whole message of God's Word.

Creating Community: 5 Keys to Building a Small Group Culture by Andy Stanley and Bill
Willits

In Creating Community, Andy Stanley and Bill Willits take you on their amazing journey of
developing the small group culture at North Point Community Church. They reveal their
five key discoveries about what it takes to create a compelling small group ministry. These
discoveries have helped connect almost 8,000 people into North Point’s adult small groups.
This is not just another book about community; this is a book about strategy—strategy that
builds a small group culture. Creating Community shares clear and simple principles to help
people connect into meaningful relationships.

Creating a New Community — OT Challenge by John Ortberg
Our hearts hunger for order and a sense of belgngithe chaos of life. We long for

community. Deep inside us, we yearn to connect @®ibd and with those around us.
That's not surprising--it's a reflection of Godienolonging. Guiding you through the
Pentateuch, this small group study reveals Godsi@aate desire for intimacy with His
people and among His people. The Old Testamenteliga small group series is a high-
impact tool for discovering the power and relevaoicthe Old Testament. This
innovative series combines Bible study with an galpbe, interactive format to help you
and your group experience God's Word as it reallgmergetic, immediate, and life-
transforming.

Daring to be Different: A Study on Deborah by Judith Couchman
Model Your Life on the Great Women of the Bible Who Trusted God and Found Him

Faithful. Studies of 6 women from the Bible—each with 6 sessions—for personal reflection
or group study. Through intriguing stories of biblical women, the Women of the Bible study
series helps readers see how God wants to work in their lives. Questions and activities are
designed to encourage personal application, understanding, and prayer, and to foster
interaction within study groups.

Developing a Faith that Works (v.1 and 2) by Rick Warren

This study guide is for Developing a Faith that Works: The Book of James, Volume 1. This study
guide, which accompanies the DVD or VHS, offers an enriching verse-by-verse study of
James 1:1 - 2:20. Volume 2 covers James 3:1 — 5:20.




Devotional Classics by Richard Foster and James Smith

A New, Expanded Edition of Renovare's Classic Companion to the Devotional Life
Updated to incorporate all six traditions, or "streams," that comprise a healthy and holistic
life of faith, these fifty-two selections have been organized to introduce the reader to the
great devotional writers over the course of one year. Edited by James Bryan Smith, each
reading is accompanied by an introduction and meditation by Richard J. Foster. In addition,
each entry includes a related biblical passage, discussion questions, and individual and group
exercises.

Discipleship On The Edge: An Expository Journey Through The Book Of Revelation by
Darrell W. Johnson

In Discipleship on the Edge, Darrell W. Johnson drives home the challenging and practical
message of Revelation in thirty carefully crafted sermons. Paying careful attention to the
circumstances surrounding its composition, Johnson shows that the book is not a "crystal
ball" but rather a "discipleship manual." Thoroughly researched and accessible, this
collection of sermons is a helpful resource for pastors and small group leaders who are
looking for models to help them preach and teach from Revelation in a time when there is
so much confusion about the future.

Discussing the DaVinci Code by Lee Strobel and Garry Poole

The Da Vinci Code has captivated millions with its dramatic claims about Christianity. Do
the novel and movie unearth explosive facts, or are they merely colorful but inaccurate
depictions of ancient events? This first-ever DVD-driven small group study guide stimulates
animated discussion over one of today's hottest topics.

The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard

Willard devotes his efforts to discussing specific and inspiring ways to develop a discipleship
to Jesus--not as an act of sacrifice or even one of spiritual luxury--instead, as everyday people
committed to the teachings of Christ. "The really good news for Christians is that Jesus is
now taking students in the master class of life," writes Willard. "So the message of and about
him is specifically a gospel for our life now, not just for dying. It is about living now as his
apprentices in kingdom living, not just as consumers of his merits.”

Doing Life Together DVD Curriculum: 36 Interactive Sessions on DVD with Study Guides
by Brett Eastman, et al

This innovative small group series, winner of the Silver Medallion award, combines
insightful study questions with Closed Captioned DVD teaching from well-known Bible
teachers such as John Ortberg, Bruce Wilkinson, and Joe Stowell. Doing Life Together is
based on the five biblical purposes that form the bedrock of Saddleback Church. The DVDs
and small group study guides are available individually or can be conveniently purchased in
one complete kit.

Eat This Book: A Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading by Eugene H. Peterson
Eat This Book: Study Guide (Paperback)

Eugene Peterson is convinced that the Way we read the Bible is as important as that we read
it. Do we read the Bible for information about God and salvation, for principles and "truths"
that we can use to live better? Or do we read it in order to listen to God and respond in
prayer and obedience?




The second part of Peterson’s momentous five-volume work on spiritual theology, Eat This
Book challenges us to read the Scriptures on their own terms, as God’s revelation, and to live
them as we read them. With warmth and wisdom Peterson offers greatly needed, down-to-
earth counsel on spiritual reading. In these pages he draws readers into a fascinating
conversation on the nature of language, the ancient practice of lectio divina, and the role of
Scripture translations; included here is the "inside story" behind Peterson’s own popular
Bible translation, The Message.

Emergency Response Handbook for Small Group Leaders by Group Resources
You want to help -- a church member faces a terhilinass, good friends of yours just

lost their child, a member of your group is struigglwith an addiction, the death of a
child, divorce, addiction, terminal illness--butwteel unsure how to help. Prepare
yourself with practical ways to love others throubhir greatest challenges. People face
difficult, painful stuff in life--and they shouldrstruggle alone. But what do you say?
How do you help? What if you make things worseThpid-response handbook gives
you and your small group the confidence to sharé's3ove and comfort with hurting
friends

The Emotionally Healthy Church: A Strategy for Discipleship That Actually Changes Lives
by Peter Scazzero , Warren Bird

Something is desperately wrong with most churches today. Many sincere followers of Christ
who are passionate for God and his work are unaware of the crucial link between emotional
health and spiritual maturity. They present themselves as spiritually mature but are stuck at a
level of immaturity that current models of discipleship have not addressed. Discipleship that
really transforms a church must integrate emotional health with spiritual maturity.

Emotionally Healthy SpiritualityBook and Group Workbook by Peter Scazzero

The Christian faith is supposed to produce deegitige change. So why doesn't it seem
to work in "real life"? That question screamed aster Peter Scazzero when his church
and marriage hit bottom and every Christian rem@dguced nothing but anger and
fatigue. As he began digging under the "good Clanstveneer, he uncovered entire
emotional layers of his life that God had not yetahed. Discovering that his emotional
immaturity had fed his spiritual immaturity, Scamzexperienced a spiritual revolution
by biblically integrating emotional health and camiplative spirituality. IlEmotionally
Healthy Spirituality Scazzero unveils what's wrong with our converationeans of
"spiritual growth" and offers seven biblical, régliested, transformational steps that will
help you live out your faith with authenticity, asgaess, and a hunger for God.

Encountering the Gospel’s Power (Romans) by John Stott

The gospel has power. The power to save us. The power to change the world. In Paul's letter
to the Romans we find the power we need to be effective witnesses, to overcome sin, to be
wholly committed to God, to handle differences in Christ's body, to understand God's view
of homosexuality and to be responsible Christian citizens. Studying Romans transforms our
thinking and convicts our hearts as we discover the freshness of the gospel for our lives.




End Times: Practical Heavenly Mindedness by Paul Stevens

As R. Paul Stevens leads you to examine for yond®t the Bible says about end
times, you'll learn what you can do now to be refadythe future--whatever it holds.
This revised LifeGuide Bible Study features additibquestions for starting group
discussions and for meeting God in personal refiectogether with expanded leader's
notes and a "Now or Later" section in each study.

Excellence: Run with the Horses by Eugene Peterson

Life is difficult. Daily we must choose whether to live cautiously or courageously. God calls
us to live at our best, to pursue righteousness, to sustain a drive toward excellence. This
guide helps us discover our destiny- and shows us the resources God has given us to fulfill it.
Can be read with the companion book Run with the Horses, also by Eugene Peterson.

Exodus: Journey Toward God by John Ortberg

Life as a Christian is a journey-a journey towammtGBut how do you set your compass?
How do you make sure that God is guiding your stemkthat your are not being blown
willy-nilly by life's winds of circumstances? Tuta the book of Exodus and discover
guidance for your pilgrimage. You will grow to knd®od in deeper, more personal
ways. You will learn to trust Him more than evefdrse. You will discover who your
fellow travelers are. And you will learn how to chyour course by the compass of God's
will as you take the trip of your life.

Experiencing Christ Together
Small groups will explore the power and application of Jesus’ teaching on the five biblical

purposes of a Christian life by closely examining Christ’s model in the Gospels. The first
session lays the foundation of who Christ is and what he has done for us. The other five
sessions explore how Jesus trained his followers to live out the five basic biblical purposes
for life. Each study includes a group project.

DVDs in the series: Growing in Christ Together, Sharing Christ Together, Surrendering to
Christ Together, Beginning in Christ Together, Connecting in Christ Together, Serving Like
Christ Together

Experiencing the Trinity by Darrell Johnson

James M. Houston, Founding Principal, Regent College:

"Johnson expresses passionately his own awakening to the personalness of God."

Darrell Johnson shows that the doctrine of the Trinity is not only at the heart of Biblical
Christianity, but that it is also at the center of Christian experience — of following Jesus in
ordinary life and seeing God at work in our human relationships. “At the center of the
universe is a relationship. It is out of that relationship that you and I were created and
redeemed. And it is for that relationship that you and I were created and redeemed.”

Evil by N.T. Wright

Evil confronts some of the major issues of our time, from the Christmas tsunami to the
African AIDS pandemic, from the Iraq war and 9/11 to the murky wotld of violence and
sexual exploitation, and puts them under the biblical spotlight. This 50-minute film, a
companion to Wright’s Evil and the Justice of God, explores with Desmond Tutu in South
Africa the potential for defeating evil. There is a solution to the problem of evil, Wright says,




if only we have the honesty and courage to name it and understand it for what it is.

Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God by Henry Blackaby

Knowing God does not come through a program, a study, or a method. Knowing God
comes through a relationship with a Person. This is an intimate love relationship with God.
Through this relationship, God reveals Himself, His purposes, and His ways; and He invites
you to join Him where He is already at work.

The workbook gives a group daily exercises over 12 units or weeks.

Experiencing the Cross by Henry Blackaby

Although the cross is God’s decisive deed in human history, the full meaning of it is far too
much for a mere human mind to grasp. But through Henry Blackaby’s careful examination,
the cross becomes not a doctrine, but an experience. You’ll be overwhelmed with the utter
significance of Christ’s death, leading you to a stronger sense of God’s power in your daily
life. Steeped in the Blackaby distinctive of constant encouragement toward your personal
experience of God, and firmly rooted in Scripture, this book exposes the tragic result of a
casual attitude toward the sin in our lives that made the cross necessary. Learn to surrender
to the deeper dimensions of the cross, so that nothing can block the Lord’s presence and
power in your life!

Fifty-seven Words That Change the World: A Journey Through the Lord's Prayer by Darrell
W. Johnson

Nowhere is Jesus' brilliance more manifest than in the prayer he taught his disciples to pray,
the prayer that has come to be known as the "Lord's Prayer." A mere fifty-seven words in
the original Greek, the Lord's Prayer gathers up all of life and brings it before God. In eight
stirring meditations, Darrell Johnson shows how the Lord's Prayer sums up the essence of
Christian faith and, when prayed in faith, draws us into the Triune God's work of
transforming the world.

The Five Love Languages: How to Express Heartfelt Commitment to Your Mate

by Gary Chapman
Unhappiness in marriage often has a simple root cause: we speak different love languages,

believes Dr. Gary Chapman. While working as a marriage counselor for more than 30 years,
he identified five love languages: Words of Affirmation, Quality Time, Receiving Gifts, Acts
of Service, and Physical Touch. In a friendly, often humorous style, he unpacks each one.

Forgiven and Set Free: A Post —Abortion Bible Study for Women by Linda Cochrane
Gently guides hurting women through painful emotions and memories to lasting healing and
forgiveness. For solo or group use.

Galatians: Experiencing Freedom in Jesus by Group Biblesense

See, hear, smell, taste, and touch God’s Word. Let the book of Galatians stir up your senses
as you discover the freedom found only in Jesus. In every meeting you will taste and see
(snack related to the study), dig into Scripture, and make it personal. Series of eight studies
on Galatians with accompanying DVD.




Galatians: Experiencing the Grace of Christ by John Stott

In Christ we have salvation as a gift of grace. But what is our responsibility? Perhaps you are
confused about the various requirements different Christians say accompany being a
follower of Christ. Galatians raises this question of law: What rules should a Christian
follow? Are we exempt through Christ? Studying Galatians helps us to understand what
living out faith is all about.

God Is Closer Than You Think: Six sessions on Experiencing the Presence of God by John
Ortberg

The story of the Bible is the story of God’s desire to be with his people. God is extending
himself, stretching out to reach us and to fill our lives with his presence. Every moment of
your life is like a page in a Where’s Waldo book. God is there, the Scriptures tell us, but the
ease with which he may be found varies from one page to the next. God is closer than you
think! A six-session guide to be used with the DVD curriculum.

Good News About Injustice: A Witness Of Courage In A Hurting World by Gary A.
Haugen

The good news about injustice is that God is against it. God is in the business of using the
unlikely to perform the holy, Haugen contends. And in this book he not only offers stories
of courageous witnesses past and present, he also calls the body of Christ to action. He
offers concrete guidance on the ways and means its members can rise up to seek justice
throughout the world.

The Great Omission: Reclaiming Jesus' Essential Teachings on Discipleship by Dallas
Willard

The last command Jesus gave before he ascended to heaven was the Great Commission, the
call to "make disciples of all the nations." But Christians have responded by making
"Christians," not "disciples." This, according to renowned Christian thinker Dallas Willard,
has been the church's Great Omission. Drawing upon previously published articles from
magazines such as Christianity Today and Leadership Journal as well as remarks given at various
conferences, Willard challenges the thought that we can be Christians without being
disciples. He calls on believers to restore what should be the heart of Christianity - being
active disciples of Jesus Christ. Willard shows us that in the school of life, we are apprentices
of the Teacher whose brilliance encourages us to rise above traditional church understanding
and embrace the true meaning of discipleship - an active, concrete, 24/7 life with Jesus.

Habits of a Child's Heart: Raising Your Kids with the Spiritual Disciplines by Valerie Hess
Based solidly on Richard Foster’s classic work Celebration of Discipline, this book takes
some of the basic components of Christian discipline—including prayer, fasting, meditation,
study, service and worship—and adapts them for the very young. The first half of each
chapter explains a particular spiritual discipline to parents, and encourages them to practice it
in their own lives. The second half offers suggestions for teaching the discipline to children
of various ages, with ideas for hands-on learning activities.




Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World: Finding Intimacy With God in the Busyness of Life

by Joanna Weaver
Updated with a new 12 week companion Bible study, Joanna Weaver's popular book shows
women how to blend intimacy with Jesus and service for Him. An invitation for every
woman who feels she isn't godly enough...isn't loving enough...isn't doing enough.

Holy Conversation: Talking About God in Everyday Life by Richard Peace
God is back on the agenda. Today people are fascinated by spirituality, and they have lots of

questions. Who better to talk with them than Christians? Trouble is, many of us don't know
how to talk about our faith or are uneasy about religious salesmanship and canned
evangelistic formulas. We are afraid of button-holing others, being offensive or saying
something wrong. We simply don't know how to express our faith naturally--in everyday
language. Holy Conversation teaches us how to engage in easy and comfortable conversation
about the good news of Jesus - the pressure is off. Using small, easy steps, he explains the
gospel in plain language and encourages us in practical ways to share our faith with friends,
neighbors and colleagues. Written as a guide for small groups, Holy Conversation is designed
to be completed in twelve weekly sessions (other options are provided).

How to Get a Date Worth Keeping by Henry Cloud
Dr. Cloud shares his proven step-by-step appraackércoming your sticking points
and getting dates. Practical advice for Christiating).

How to Raise Spiritually Healthy Kids (study) by Bill Hybels

This study guide on parenting helps you and your group tackle the thorny issues parents face
today, from raising well-balanced kids to overcoming the mistakes you make along the way.
This practical, hands-n discussion guide helps you create a home where children can thrive.
You’ll develop confidence and competence in your God-entrusted role as a parent and enjoy

watching your kids grow into vibrant, godly adults..

If You Want to Walk on Water, You've Got to Get Out of the Boat by John Ortberg

Peter may have been the first one out of the boat, but Jesus’ invitation to walk on water is
for us all. But walk on water? What does that mean? Walking on water means - facing our
fears and choosing not to let fear have the last word - discovering and embracing the unique
calling of God on our lives -experiencing the power of God to accomplish what we would
not be capable of doing on our. Through six sessions that include video clips and group
discussions, you will discover how to discern God’s call, transcend fear, risk faith, manage
failure, and trust God.

Imagine Life God’s Way: Parables (New Community: Knowing, L.oving, Servin
Celebrating Series) by John Ortberg

Six-session small group studies to build true community within the church and among the
wortld.

Parables: Jesus, the wisest man who ever lived, had much to say about God, the human
heart, the future, life, anger, love, and everything that mattered. Digging into the treasure
trove of the wisdom and truth hidden in his parables will stretch minds, feed souls, pierce
hearts, and shape his followers into true disciples.




iMarriage by Andy Stanley

Giddy with excitement and burning with love’s fire, engaged couples are filled with desires
and expectations! Wonder and eager anticipation propel them forward. Then comes the
marriage and if they take the wrong approach, those unrealized expectations and unmet
wants can turn a life giving covenant relationship into a dead-end contractual agreement.
Suddenly your marriage has no love, joy, or peace. “Keeping My ‘I’ On You,” “Putting Your
T Out,” and “It Takes Three.” Broken into six DVD sessions with discussion questions.

I Promise by Gary Smalley

Dr. Gary Smalley discusses how five essential camemnts determine the destiny of
your marriage. America's foremost marriage expastdome to the remarkable
conclusion that great marriages are not built drakimral skills. Rather, they are built on
a foundation of trust. If your spouse does not $a¢ enough to open up his or her heart
without fear of being judged, criticized, or rejdt nothing you do, such as learning to
control your emotions, learning your partner's lgguage, or even becoming an expert
in the bedroom, will matter. It's only when couplesl emotionally safe that they can
truly become one, as God intended. Dr. Smalleyeshfive heartfelt promises you can,
and should, make to your spouse that are guaratad®rdld trust and help your spouse
become the true soulmate, lover and friend yourdesi

The Irresistible Revolution by Shane Claiborne

Welcome to the irresistible revolution, a new and ancient way of life that is so attractive, who
would settle for anything else? The revolution begins inside each of us, and through little
acts of love, it will take over the world. Let us begin to be Christians again.

Isaiah: Trusting God in Troubled Times by Howard Peskett
Lifeguide Bible series — 22 studies for individuals or groups. Sometimes we look at our lives

or our world and wonder what good could possibly come out of it. That’s exactly what we
find in the book of Isaiah. Here you’ll see how the prophet raises a cry for revival in the
midst of a rotting society. And you’ll find comfort for your own troubled times.

James: Live Wisely by Bill Hybels

In the labyrinth of life, we need practical andasldirections for making wise, Christ-
honoring decisions. Which way do we go at the cozsss-left, right, straight, or
backtrack? What instructions does God offer to guis along the way? The book of
James offers a wonderfully practical collectioma$dom. Do you need to build
perseverance? Overcome destructive desires? Banftlence as a follower of Christ?
James gives clear guidance. Do you need instruonamsing your words for good, and
growing as a person of prayer? James has the andwigrinto this book, and learn how
to choose wise paths through life's maze.

Jesus Cares for Women by Helene Ashker

"Jesus Cares for Women", gives you everything yeedrto overcome inhibitions and
experience the joy of confidently sharing God's &blews through a women's Bible
study. The leader's guide and study are both ieclud the text. By exploring how Jesus
interacted with woman in the Bible, each lessoeflyrintroduces the gospel in a
practical and non-threatening way, putting you pogr group at ease.
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The Jesus I Never Knew by Phillip Yancey

Philip Yancey reveals the real Jesus beyond the stereotypes, revolutionizing the reader’s
passion for Christ, and offers a new and different perspective on the life of Christ and his
work—his teachings, his miracles, his death and resurrection—and ultimately, who he was
and why he came. Relating the gospel events to the world we live in today, The Jesus I
Never Knew gives a moving and refreshing portrait of the central figure of history. Yancey
looks at the radical words of this itinerant Jewish carpenter and asks whether we are taking
him seriously enough.

John: An Eyewitness Account of the Son of God by Whitney Kuniholm

John’s gospel is a personal account about the life of Jesus — the living Word. Jesus is the one
who can transform our empty lives and satisfy our deepest hunger. In this study guide,
Kuniholm guides you through every chapter of the book of John, bringing you face-to-face
with the Son of God — who he is and what it means to follow him. 23 studies.

Just Walk Across the Room: Simple Steps Pointing People to Faith by Bill Hybels

Building on his bestselldecoming a Contagious ChristiaRastor Hybels shows you
how to follow Jesus' model of personal evangeligiiing in 3-D"---developing
friendships, discovering stories, and discerningrapriate ways to leave your comfort
zone. Learn to share the good news of redemptitmpeople living far from God---and
across the room. Four sessions on DVD.

The Justice Mission: A Video-Enhanced Curriculum Reflecting the Heart of God for the
Oppressed of the World by Jim Hancock

Beyond summer mission trip, child sponsorship, and personal piety - justice is the next step
in doing what Jesus would do. The curriculum is interactive, though-provoking to engage
youth groups in God's call to seck justice on the earth.

Leading from Within: Reflections on Spirituality duheadershifpy Parker Palmer
A brief booklet dealing with the shadow side anel $pirituality of leadership.

Leading Life-Changing Small Groups by Bill Donahue

Now revised, a comprehensive leadership tool for small group leaders and for churches
seeking to structure their ministries around small groups.

Learning from Jesus: A Spiritual Formation Guide by Richard Foster (Spiritual Growth)

From the makers of The Renovaré© Spiritual Formation Bible come corresponding
guidebooks providing tangible lessons for how to make real the challenge of becoming
spiritually transformed.

Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation by Parker J. Palmer

Since hearing one's "calling" requires introspection and self-knowledge (as suggested by the
eponymous Quaker expression), Palmer encourages inner work such as journal-writing,
meditation and prayer. Recognizing that his philosophy is at odds with popular, essentially
American attitudes about self-actualization and following one's dreams, Palmer calls
vocation "a gift, not a goal."




Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World by Henri Nouwen

What is our place in the world in God's eyes? How can we blend service and spiritual
worship with the harshness of the everyday world? How can we, imperfect and each broken
in our own way, feel beloved by the Almighty? Nouwen ponders these topics in an open
letter to a troubled friend. Methodically, the former instructor at both Harvard and Yale
walks us through analogies and insights that bring us to a place of feeling beloved.

Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Faith in Community by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
After his martyrdom at the hands of the Gestapo in 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his
witness in the hearts of Christians around the world. His Letters and Papers from Prison became
a prized testimony to Christian faith and courage, read by thousands. Now in Life Together we
have Pastor Bonhoeffer's experience of Christian community. This story of a unique
fellowship in an underground seminary during the Nazi years reads like one of Paul's letters.
It gives practical advice on how life together in Christ can be sustained in families and
groups. The role of personal prayer, worship in common, everyday work, and Christian
service is treated in simple, almost biblical, words. Life Together is bread for all who are
hungty for the real life of Christian fellowship.

The Life You've Always Wanted: Spiritual Disciplines for Ordinary People by John Ortberg
The heart of Christianity is transformation—a relationship with God that impacts not just

our "spiritual lives," but every aspect of living. John Ortberg calls readers back to the
dynamic heartbeat of Christianity—God’s power to bring change and growth—and reveals
both the how and why of transformation.

With a new chapter on prayer and added discussion questions, this expanded edition of The
Life You’ve Always Wanted offers modern perspectives on the ancient path of the spiritual

disciplines. But this is more than just a book about things to do to be a good Christian. It’s a
road map toward true transformation that starts not with the individual but with the object
of the journey—]Jesus Christ.

The Living Reminder: Service and Prayer in Memory of Jesus Christ by Henri Nouwen

The content of this book was first presented inftlmen of three lectures at the
International Conference of the Association fom@ial Pastoral Education and the
Canadian Association for Pastoral Education. Nousyeaks in this book from the heart
and his own experience--of the joys and challemfesligious service. He shows how
ministry cannot be separated from spirituality aenkals how anyone involved in
religiously motivated service can act as a heakuoigfaining, and guiding reminder of
Jesus.

Luke for Everyone by Tom (N.T.) Wright

This guide to Luke includes a wealth of informateomd background detail, provides real
insights for our understanding of the story of 3emnd its implications for the reader. His
clear style is accessible to new readers of thé&eB#s well as to those who are further
on. His exciting new translation of the biblicaktérings to life, passage by passage, the
immediacy and drama of Luke's Gospel.

Making Small Groups Work by Henry Cloud and John Townsend
Making Small Groups Work shows group leaders holead the kinds of groups that




realize their full, life-changing potential. Whetftbe group is a Bible study, support
group, or a group designed for a specific ared@fyou’ll learn skills and biblical
processes that can help your people grow together.

Mark Faithwalk Bible Series

To know God better is the heart's cry of a growsith; and to understand His Word is
to know Him. The FaithWalk Bible Studies are desigjtio help you get a grip on and be
gripped by the message of God's Word. Each study@ebing questions of the
Scriptures, and with commentary on the history @uture of the times, helps you work
through difficult passages without giving awaythk answers. The FaithWalk series
captures the wonder of the Bible and leaves yawia of almighty God. Jesus was a
great prophet and a wise teacher. But most impibytble was-and is-the Messiah. The
Savior that God promised to send. The Beginninth@fGospel details His long-awaited
arrival and the eye-opening accounts that revealrtith of who He is.

Mark for Everyone by Tom (N.T.) Wright

In this commentary, Tom Wright helps us find ounveaound Mark and allows us to

feel the urgency and excitement of Mark's Gospelway that is new and fresh. Wright
helps us to find it full of interest and delightithiva powerful message that comes home
to the church to today and tomorrow just as mudh @isl to the church of yesterday.
TheFor Everyone Seriewas created to provide guides to all the bookb@New
Testament. Each short passage is followed by dyhighdable discussion, with
background information, useful explanations andysstgons, and thoughts as to how the
text can be relevant to our lives today. A glossaipcluded at the back of the book. The
series is suitable for group study, personal stadgaily devotions.

Marriage: Iearning from Couples in Scripture by Paul and Gail Stevens

This study guide explores the actual stories of couples in the Bible—stories that are
amazingly similar to the nitty-gritty experiences every couple faces today. Looking at these
examples will strengthen your understanding of the marriage covenant and deepen the
spiritual dimension of your life together.

The Marriage Course (or Book) by Nicky and Sila Lee

The Marriage Course is a series of eight sessions designed to help any married couple
strengthen their relationship. It’s a great opportunity to spend time together as a couple
looking at the important issues in your marriage. The Marriage Course is very practical and
will help equip you with the tools needed to build a healthy marriage that lasts a lifetime.
Each week you are given the opportunity to enjoy a special meal together and listen to a talk.
Then there is plenty of time to discuss the topic as a couple. There is no group work
involved at any stage of the course.

Marriage Made in Eden by Alice Matthews and M. Gay Hubbard

Why does marriage today seem to be such a far cry from Paradise? Let's face it. Our culture's
version of marriage is not as God designed it to be. With a lot more emphasis on
individualism and consumerism, today's married couples tend to lose sight of God's original
purpose for marriage-a call for his people to take Jesus' message to the heart of everyday life.
Marriage Made in Eden provides a radical alternative to today's view of marriage, giving a
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glimpse into the historical and cultural aspects that have shaped marriage in America. With
this insightful analysis you'll learn how marriage has come to be in the state we now find it
and about God's model and purpose for a sacred Christian union.

Meeting God by J.I. Packer
When you meet God, you will be changed. Meet hinv as J. I. Packer, author of the

best-selling Christian classiknowing God leads you through twelve key passages from
the Old and New Testaments. These inductive Bitoléiss will engage your heart and
mind. And enlarge your vision of the God you wopsaind serve. Now available in IVP's
revised LifeGuide Bible Study formadtleeting Godeatures questions for starting group
discussions and for personal reflection, as weHl asw "Now or Later" section

following each session. 12 studies, for individuaigroups.

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

The late Lewis, Oxford professor, scholar, author, and Christian apologist, presents the
reader with a case for orthodox Christianity. This is definitely not the shouting, stomping,
sweating, spitting televangelist fare so often parodied; Lewis employs logical arguments that
are eloquently expressed. He describes those doctrines that the four major denominations in
Britain (Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic) would have in common,
e.g., original sin, the transcendent Creator God, and the divinity of Jesus as well as his
atonement and bodily resurrection.

Mudhouse Sabbath: An Invitation to a Life of Spiritual Disciplines by Lauren Winner
Although this book is written for Christians, Lauren Winner's message has universal appeal.
Having converted from Judaism to Christianity in eatly adulthood, Winner (Girl Megts God) is

a joyful follower of Christ, but a more discriminating follower of Christianity. Early on in her
conversion, she noticed that Christianity lacked much discipline or emphasis when it came to
performing rituals, so integral to the Jewish faith. "This book is about those things that I
miss," she writes. "It is about Sabbaths and burials and prayers, rituals Jews and Christians
both observe.... Jews do these things with more attention and wisdom not because they are
more righteous nor because God likes them better, but rather because doing, because action,
sits at the center of Judaism. Practice is to Judaism what belief is to Christianity. Your faith
may come and go but your practice ought not to waiver."

The Mystery of Children: What Our Kids Teach Us About Childlike Faith by Mike Mason
This is not a book about how to parent; it is a book about how the experience of being a
parent can bring a person closer to understanding the grace of God. Mason offers chapters
arranged by half-years, roughly chronicling his own spiritual development as his daughter,
Heather, morphed from a baby to a toddler to a wise-beyond-her-years school-age child.
Mason's writing can be truly revelatory, whether he is exploring the implications of Jesus'
command to "become like little children" or ruminating on the helplessness that many
parents feel as children turn their lives upside down. Just as Mike Mason’s best-selling The
Mystery of Marriage explored the parallels between marriage and our relationship with God, so
does The Mystery of Children illuminate key spiritual truths modeled in the complex parent-
child relationship. More than a manual on parenting, this book is for everyone who wishes
to become childlike in heart or to be closer to children--two desires that are intimately and
wondrously entwined.




The Mystery of Marriage: Meditations on the Miracle by Mike Mason
In his now-classic volume, offered for the first time in trade paperback, Mike Mason makes a

poetic search for understanding of the wondrous dynamics of committed love. In highly
readable, first-person style, Mason muses on everyday miracles within marriage, and frankly
addresses the demands to self which true oneness requires. "A marriage is not a joining of
two worlds," says the author, "but an abandoning of two worlds in order that one new one
might be formed." Rich chapters on "Otherness," "Vows," "Intimacy," "Sex," and
"Submission," lift readers above the mundane in coupledom to view the eternal, spiritual
nature of setting out on this faith-filled, "impossible," wild -- yet wonderful -- frontier.

New Community Series by John Ortberg with Kevin and Sherry Harney

This high-impact series guides small groups to the transforming power of God's Word in the
context of community. Six sessions help group members align their lives and relationships
more closely with the Bible's model for the church.

No Perfect People Allowed: Creating a Come as You Are Culture in the Church by John
Burke

This book shows you how to deconstruct the five main barriers standing between emerging
generations and your church by creating the right culture. From inspiring stories of real
people once far from God, to practical ideas that can be applied by any local church, this
book offers a vision of the potential and power of the Body of Christ to transform lives
today.

Nooma by Rob Bell (a series of short films [11-14mins| with questions on various topics)
These films do an amazing job of focusing on simple issues that make all the difference in
living the kind of lives we were wired to live, the kind of lives that leaving us feel purposeful,
peaceful and fulfilled. The teachings are done by Rob Bell. He is the lead teaching pastor at
Mars Hill Bible Church, a non-denominational church in the Grand Rapids, Michigan area.
The NOOMAs are produced by Flannel, a non-profit organization also in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Outflow: Everyday Outreach for Everyday People by Group Resources

Discover how to share Jesus — naturally. With Outflow there ate no formulas to memorize, no
sales techniques to master. Instead, your small group members will experience the joy of
God’s presence, then reach out to share God’s love with others. Twenty-five daily readings
lead participants into deep discussion and life-changing activities that drive Bible learning
into heartfelt action. It will transform your small group — and change the world.

Paul for Everyone: Romans Ch. 9-16 by Tom (N.T) Wright
In this commentary, Tom Wright helps us see thatgse/eep of this letter. Romans has

long been viewed as the book above all in which Baells out the basic doctrines of the
faith, and the picture of God's life for us. Itl® classic setting-out of the Gospel. The
For Everyone Seriewas created to provide guides to all the bookb®New

Testament. Each short passage is followed by dyhighdable discussion, with
background information, useful explanations andysstgons, and thoughts as to how the
text can be relevant to our lives today.




Pocket Guide to the Bible by Jason Boyett
A humorous spotlighting of the events, charactastaemes of both Old and New
Testaments.

Praying: Finding Our Way Through Duty To Delight by J.I. Packer
Is praying a duty or a delight? J. I. Packer and Carolyn Nystrom say that it's both; an

essential, expected practice as a follower of Christ, but also a privilege and joy. As we start
out learning to pray properly, however, the delight often seems to be missing. Here is
practical help for active, honest praying that involves all of who we are--heart, hands and
head--and moves us to deeper obedience, joy and intimacy with our Father.

Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference? by Philip Yancey

In theory, prayer is the priceless point of contaetiveen us and God. In practice, it's
often frustrating, confusing, and mysterious. Tlyloaut this 6-session interactive
journey, Philip Yancey explores this enigmatic iegetion where we meet God, asking--
-and answering---key questions: Is he listening@aighhe point? Can prayer be more
satisfying? Participant's guides are available iseply.

Psalms: A Guide to Prayer and Praise by Ron Klug
The Psalms are some of the most widely read areldoesd portions of the Bible. They

are songs — music our spirits sing to the Credioey are poems — full of vibrant
imagery and strong rhythms. And they are prayaus-deepest emotions expressed to the
Lord who feels with us. Most importantly, the Psalare God’s Word to us, revealing

the truth about him and our relationship with himthese studies, Ron Klug invites you
to enjoy and study these songs of praise, lameabkisgiving, and trust.

Pursuing Spiritual Transformation Series by John Ortberg, Laurie Pederson, Judson Poling
Books in Seties: Fully Devoted / Gifts / Giving / Grace / Groups / Growth
Each week in preparation for your group meeting, you will be completing a Bible study and
experimenting with a variety of spiritual practices. It is very important that you complete this
work before going to each meeting. That's because what you will discuss is based on what
you've learned from the study and what you've observed as a result of your spiritual exercise.
These assignments are not the kind where you can procrastinate until an hour before ht
meeting and then quickly fill in the blanks. The Bible study and exercises are meant to be
thoughtfully and prayerfully completed over the course of several days, not just in one
sitting. (we recommend doing the study as part of your regular devotional times with God.)

Raising Great Kids Workbook for Parents of Preschoolers: A Comprehensive Guide to
Parenting with Grace and Truth by Henry Cloud, et al

Bringing up children with mature character is the goal of parenting. In Raising Great Kids,
counselors and best-selling authors Henry Cloud and John Townsend give parents a means
of raising children successfully, using the biblical principles of grace and truth rather than the
twin extremes of permissiveness and over control. In conjunction with MOPS" (Mothers of
Preschoolers International), the authors provide a parenting resource that includes both
developmental and biblical perspectives. This workbook helps parents of preschoolers apply
the principles described in Raising Great Kids. Two more workbooks are planned for
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parents of school-age children and parents of teenagers.

The Redefining Life Series by Margaret Feinberg
Put out by Th1nk Books — This is a new series that honestly looks at tough issues with a

practical side.

Redefining Life [Identity]: My Identity

There is freedom in knowing who you are, and this discussion guide will help with the
process.

Redefining Life [Purpose]: My Purpose

In this discussion guide you are going to be challenged to ask yourself some tough questions
about your significance-and where you find it.

Redefining Life [Career

Practical, godly career advice for those entering the workplace

Redefining Life [Relationships

Learn how you can be better at relationships with this practical, advice-filled book.

Redefining Life [For Women

A Bible study for 18-24 year old women looking for substance and style in their Christian
walk.

Regroup by Henry Cloud, Bill Donahue and John Townsend

Whether your group is well-established or just getting started, the Regroup small group
DVD curriculum will guide all of you — leader and group together — into a new closeness and
effectiveness. Designed to create healthy group dynamics and an atmosphere that fosters
personal growth, this innovative approach equips both group leaders and members with
essential skills and values for creating and sustaining truly life-changing small groups.

The Relationship Cure: A 5 Step Guide to Strengthening Your Marriage, Family and
Friendships by John Gottman

John Gottman is our leading explorer of the inner world of relationships. This book shows
how the simplest, nearly invisible gestures of care and attention hold the key to successful
relationships with those we love and work with.

Renovation of the Heart: Putting On the Character of Christ by Dallas Willard
We aren't born to stay the way we are. But how many times have we looked around us in

dismay at the lack of spiritual maturity in fellow believers? It is evident in the rising rate of
divorces among Christian couples. We find it in the high percentages of Christians, even
pastors, who regularly view pornography. And we face it each time a well-known leader in
the Christian community is found in sexual sin or handling finances dishonestly. Perhaps you
have struggled with your own character issues for years, even decades, to little avail. There is
good news. In Renovation of the Heart best-selling author Dallas Willard calls it "the
transformation of the spirit" - a divine process that "brings every element in our being,
working from inside out, into harmony with the will of God or the kingdom of God." In the
transformation of our spirits, we become apprentices of Jesus Christ.

Revelation: The Triumph of God by Paul Stevens

In every age people have felt certain that the book of Revelation described events in their
time. As nations arm themselves for war, we think of Armageddon. As evil rulers grow in
power, we look for the anitchrist. As the powers of darkness threaten to overwhelm us, we
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cry, "Come, Lord Jesus!" Amid the uncertainties of our age, Revelation assures us of the
ultimate triumph of God.

Revolution of Character: Discovering Christ's Pattern for Spiritual Transformation by Dallas
Willard

In Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard challenged readers to forsake sinful habits and adopt
the character of Christ. In this follow-up text, he explores five critical elements that impact
us all---our heart, mind, body, social life, and soul. Let this powerful, holistic approach direct
you to profound changes and spiritual wholeness.

Romans: Experiencing the Power of the Gospel by John Stott
The Gospel has power. The power to save us. Themtxchange the world. In Paul's

letter to the Romans we find the power we neeckteftective witnesses, to overcome
sin, to be wholly committed to God, to handle d#éfeces in Christ's body, to understand
God's view on homosexuality and to be responsibies@an citizens. Studying Romans
transforms our thinking and convicts our hearte/agliscover the freshness of the gospel
for our lives. 20 studies with Commentary for indivals or groups.

Run with the Horses: The Quest for Life at Its Best by Eugene Peterson

We all long to live life at is best — to fuse freedom and spontaneity with purpose and
meaning. Why then do we so often find our lives so humdrum, so unadventuresome, so
routine? Or else so frantic, so full of activity, but still devoid of fulfillment? How do we learn
to risk, to trust, to pursue wholeness and excellence — to run with the horses in the midst of
life today? In a series of profound reflections on the life of Jeremiah the prophet, Eugene
Peterson explores the heart of what it means to be fully and genuinely human. Can be read

with companion Bible study guide EXcellence.

Sacred Marriage by Gary L. Thomas

Starting with the discovery that the goal of marriage goes beyond personal happiness, writer
and speaker Gary Thomas invites readers to see how God can use marriage as a discipline
and a motivation to love him more and reflect more of the character of his Son.

Your marriage is more than a sacred covenant with another person. It is a spiritual discipline
designed to help you know God better, trust him more fully, and love him more deeply.

Sacred Parenting by Gary L. Thomas
Explore the spiritual dynamics of parenting, and why caring for children is such an effective
discipline in shaping our souls and forming the character of Christ within us.

Sacred Pathways by Gary L. Thomas

One reason many Christians become discouraged with their devotional lives is because
they've adopted a narrow, cut-and-dried approach--one they're not wired for as individuals.
Sacred Pathways explores nine time-tested ways to commune with God that honor the
unique design he has given each of us. The naturalist, the ascetic, the traditionalist, the
activist, the enthusiast, the intellectual . . . this engaging, insightful, and well-written book will
lead the reader to a deeper understanding of his or her spiritual temperament, and new vistas
of relationship with God.




The Safest Place on Farth by Larry Crabb

In today's frenetic society, people rarely develop intimate friendships. Instead, they spend
their lives essentially disconnected from others, rushing through life content with brief visits
and casual conversations. But what if one were to develop a community, a spiritual
community, of people who walked with and supported each other through life's journey? A
community of real friends who listened to each other's personal tragedies without merely
trying to fix the problems, who encouraged and nurtured each others strengths, and who
accepted people for who they really ate, instead of the image they try to portray. In The Safest
Place on Earth, Larry Crabb explores such a place, where God can heal disconnected people
and allow them to reconnect with each other and, ultimately, with Him.

The Search to Belong: Rethinking Intimacy, Community and Small Groups by Joseph Myers

Community is a fundamental life search. We need to belong. In our time, we search with
some increasing desperation as terms like neighbor, family, and congregation are being

redefined.

Searching Issues: Tackling Seven Common Objections to the Christian Faith by Nicky
Gumbel

From Alpha, Searching Issues is for those secking insights into some of the most difficult and
complex questions surrounding Christianity. This book is also for those interested in
bringing their friends to Christ. Whether you are studying on your own or with a small
group, you will find helpful answers.

The Servant King: Reading Mark Today by Paul Barnett
The Reading the Bible Today series of non-technical commentaries is devoted to presenting

careful scholarship in a way that everyone can understand and enjoy. Mark tells the story of
Jesus simply, but with great emotional power. Paul Barnett’s explanation of this Gospel will
help readers understand the world of Jesus more clearly and respond to his claims on their
lives with greater energy.

The Seven Deadly Sins of Small Group Ministry: A Troubleshooting Guide for Church
Leaders by Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson

The beauty of this book lies in its unique diagnostic process. It allows you to assess,
diagnose, and correct seven common “deadly sins” that can drain the life from your church’s
small group ministry. In The Seven Deadly Sins of Small Group Ministry, what would take
you years to learn through trial and error is distilled into some of the most useful
information you can find.

Shepherding a Child's Heart by Tedd Tripp
“Tedd Tripp writes a lucid, thoughtful and encouraging piece. This book is well reasoned,

well supported and well organized. As a fairly new Christian, I found that the book really
informed my method and mode of disciplining my two sons. I realized that I wasn't going it
alone. It’s not me against my son. My job is to act as God's agent and help my sons develop
a godward orientation and understanding of the power of Jesus Christ's atoning death on the
cross. If you’re a Christian or a seeker or just interested in how to have a fulfilling
relationship with your children, this book is an outstanding and truly enjoyable read.” (online
review)




Simply Christianby N. T. Wright

Why do we expect justice? Why do we crave spirnty2Why are we attracted to
beauty? Why are relationships often so painful? Ao will the world be made right?
These are not simply perennial questions all géioeiamust struggle with, but,
according to N. T. Wright, are the very echoes wbiae we dimly perceive but deeply
long to hear. In fact, these questions take ukadeart of who God is and what He
wants from usFor two thousand years, Christianity has claimed to solve these mysteties,
and this renowned biblical scholar and Anglican bishop shows that it still can today. Not
since C. S. Lewis's classic summary of the faith, Mere Christianity, has such a wise and
thorough scholar taken the time to explain to anyone who wants to know what Christianity
really is and how it is practiced.

Small Group Leaders” Handbook: The Next Generation by Jimmy Long
Now completely rewritten, updated and expanded for a new generation of small group

leaders, this IVP classic contains everything you need to know about small groups: starting
with a strong biblical and strategic foundation; building in 4 key components--community,
nurture, worship and outreach; guiding the group through its life stages; creating good
communication; handling conflict in the group; encouraging members to "own" the group;
planning group meetings; and developing leadership skills. And besides warm, wise counsel,
Small Group Leaders’ Handbook includes a resource section that's overflowing with great ideas:
ice breakers, application steps, community-building projects, outreach tips and much more!

Small Group Leadership as Spiritual Direction by Heather Webb

Spiritual direction is an ancient art of being with another person in relationship with God. As
we struggle in the church to develop meaningful and lasting relationships, this spiritual

practice has much to offer us. It is another way of patiently sitting with another soul listening
for God’s voice and looking for God’s leading in a person’s life. The small group
phenomenon has taken root in many different Christian communities in the US and abroad.
However, there have been pitfalls encountered along the way. This book will equip leaders

to facilitate their groups with new lenses and methods. It examines the strengths and
weaknesses in groups and why spiritual direction complements the efforts of group

leadership.

Small Group Idea Book by Cindy Bunch

Hundreds of activities contributed by small group experts — ideas on community activities,
worship and prayer, Bible study and life application, and outreach.

The Spirit of the Disciplines by Dallas Willard

Believers long for personal purity and power to live as our hearts tell us we should. But how
does God change us? Willard reminds us that we can be like Christ if we follow his style of
life: solitude and silence, prayer, simple and sacrificial living, meditation on God's Word, and
service to others. The practice of these disciplines is how God guides us into a constant
interaction with his kingdom.

Spiritual Disciplines Bible Studies: Reflection and Confession by Jan Johnson
Confessing our sins is not easy. We are often tahii¢co admit our errors. Why do we
need to admit our sins? How can confessing sind &d to other people affect our




daily lives? This guide investigates the practokeflecting and confessing. Though it's
often difficult, engaging in these disciplines alkus to recognize, savor and respond to
God's abundant love and forgiveness. 6 studieswatés for leaders.

Spiritual Formation Study Guides (Series) by Richard Peace

(Contemplative Bible Reading, Meditative Prayer, Spiritual Autobiography, Spiritual
Journaling)

In today's society we are often handicapped in our spiritual growth by too narrow a horizon
when it comes to spiritual practices. Each generation suffers a kind of collective amnesia,
forgetting the practices and perspectives that nourished countless followers of Christ in
centuries past. Rediscovering these skills is one way to respond to our culture’s -and our
own- deep spiritual hunger.

A Spiritual Formation Journal by Richard Foster and Jana Rea

A Spiritual Formation Journal is uniquely designed with an emphasis on five great Christian
traditions: Contemplative, the Prayer-Filled Life; Holiness, the Virtuous Life; Charismatic,
the Spirit-Empowered Life; Social Justice, the Compassionate Life; and Evangelical, the
Word-Centered Life. Divided into weekly sections, the journal offers an inviting space for
written reflections and prayer as well as inspiring quotes, thought-provoking questions,
evaluation exercises, and group worksheets to encourage the examination and celebration of
spiritual growth.

A Spiritual Formation Workbook (Renovare) by James Bryan Smith with Lynda L. Graybeal
A beginning workbook for spiritual formation groups that provides guidelines for starting a
group, study plans for the first nine sessions, and a questionnaire that maps the way ahead.
Based on six historical streams of Christianity that have come out of the life of Christ. This
study seeks to provide a balanced view of following Christ, stretching us out of our own
heritage and opening us to full life in Christ.

They Will Know Us by Our Love: Service Ideas for Small Groups by The 1 Thing Group

Resources

Here are 101 practical ways for your small group to serve the community, designed especially
for busy people who still want to make a small-group impact. Ideas range from after-school
tutoring to one-day food drives. Projects serve the young, the old, caregivers, the
poor...even those who simply need a friend. There’s something here for every small group
in your church. And finding the right project is simple — just refer to the topical, seasonal,
and Scripture indexes.

The Thrill of the Chaste by Dawn Eden

New York Daily Newsolumnist and blogger Eden offers a Christian agetic for
premarital chastity, aimed at "marriage-minded lgingomen who'd had enough of the
Sex and the Citlfestyle." Eden herself is a convert to both Ghanity and chastity, and
now an unmarried 30-something, she's persuadedhhatity is more "hope-filled" and
"vibrant" than sex outside of marriage.




Tough Questions: How Reliable is the Bible by Garry Poole and Judson Poling

For Christians Who Care Enough to Give Honest Answers to the Questions Seekers Ask
How can a merciful God send people to hell? Is Jesus really is the only way to God? Why
should I trust the Bible when it's full of inconsistencies? Tough questions. Reasonable
questions. The kinds of challenging questions skeptics and seekers are asking, that demand
informed and satisfying answers from Christians. The Tough Questions series offers an
organized approach to answering modern seekers' questions about Christianity. In the
process, it gives an overview of key elements of the Christian faith.

Transforming Discipleship: Making Disciples a Few at a Time by Greg Ogden
Some churches often succeed at welcoming newconteles failing to nurture more

established members. Arguing that disciple-makuedd the fire of healthy expansion,
Ogden explores the few-at-a-time methods of Jasd$?aul as the best model for
kindling the flame. He offers church leaders pieadtadvice for implementing biblically
sound, self-replicating discipleship-driven devetemt.

The Treasure Principle Bible Study: Discovering the Secret of Joyful Giving By: Randy
Alcorn, Brian Smith

Readers of Randy Alcorn's bestseller The Treasure Principle encountered a revolution in
material freedom and generosity that utterly changed their quality of life. In this companion
Bible study, the principles become personally applicable and more real than ever, with a
powerful combination of biblical concepts, practical quotations from the book, thought-
provoking questions, group discussion starters, and short Scripture passages for meditation
and memorization. Managing God's investment in their lives will become a new delight, as
Christians learn to put their resources to their most rewarding use

TrueFaced by Bill Thrall

A thought-provoking reexamination of the age-old grace vs. works issue with a fresh
contemporary spin. This interesting, in-depth title will interest Christian leaders and those
caught in a performance trap.

Walking the Small Group Tightrope by Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson

Leading a successful small group is like walking a tightrope. You traverse a taut, exciting line,
balancing the dynamic tensions characteristic of every group. Drawing from the concept of
“polarity management,” Bill Donahue and Russ Robinson help you understand and deal
with six dynamic areas every group leader must manage in order to create genuine,
transforming small group community.

The Way of the Heart by Henri J. M. Nouwen

The modern classic that interweaves the solitude, silence, and prayer of the fourth- and fifth-
century Egyptian Desert Fathers and Mothers with our contemporary search for an
authentic spirituality.

What’s So Amazing About Grace? by P. Yancey
The grace of which Philip Yancey writes is the freely given and unmerited favor and love of

God. This grace seems a remote, almost sentimental concept, without a place in our lives or
our society. This grace is the true message of Jesus. All faiths have virtues and creeds and




justice and truth, but Jesus speaks merely of receiving the love that God has for us.
Accepting it, not earning it or making ourselves worthy of it. And frankly, accepting
something we have not earned or are not worthy of is not an easy thing for most of us.

When Ieadership and Discipleship Collide by Bill Hybels

What do you do when the laws of leadership collide with the teachings of Christ? To achieve
success, you’re supposed to leverage your time, choose a strong team, and avoid unnecessary
controversy. But sometimes these laws crash headlong into the demands of discipleship. The
decisions you make at that point could affect not only you, but the destiny of those you lead.

Where Your Treasure Is: What the Bible Says About Money by James and Martha Reapsome
See what God has to say about how we should earn, spend, and give away our money.

Wilderness Time (Renovare) by Emilie Griffin
Explores the importance of going apart to pray, offers inspiration to get started, and takes
the reader through the step-by-step process of creating a retreat.

A Woman of Balance — Women of Character Bible sy Juanita Ryan

Some days, demands come screaming in from evengiceiwhether it's an unhappy
child, a big exam, an uncooperative employee all &b don't know how to pay. How
do we hold steady amid all the forces that thretdeimock us over? These studies help
us discover how God is holding our lives togetiich study will draw you in with a
story that will remind you of your own life - yostruggles, your dreams. As the
inductive Bible studies take you deep into theegbf Scripture, you'll discover how to
apply God's Word. Prayer and journaling ideas elp you to process what you are
learning and to listen for God's voice.

The Wounded Healer by Henri Nouwen

The Wounded Healer is a hope-filled and profoundly simple book that speaks directly to those
men and women who want to be of service in their church or community, but have found
the traditional ways often threatening and ineffective. In this book, Henri Nouwen combines
creative case studies of ministry with stories from diverse cultures and religious traditions in
preparing a new model for ministry. Weaving keen cultural analysis with his psychological
and religious insights, Nouwen has come up with a balanced and creative theology of service
that begins with the realization of fundamental woundedness in human nature.




